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2 Theological Basis for Papal Power

The authority of the papacy was weakened by lords who dominated churches and

monasteries by appointing bishops and abbots and by collecting the income from

church taxes. These bishops and abbots, appointed for political reasons, lacked
F

the spiritual devotion to maintain high standards of discipline among priests and F

monks. Church reformers were determined to end this subordination of the

church to lay authority.

The practice of lay investiture led to a conflict between the papacy and the

German monarchy. It began when the German king and future Holy Roman Em

peror Henry IV (1056—1108) invested the new archbishop of Milan with his

pastoral staff and ring, symbols of the episcopal office. Henry was immedi

ately challenged and threatened with excommunication by Pope Gregory VII

(1073—1085), a most ardent champion of reform. Gregory’s action sparked a

struggle between the papacy arid the Holy Roman Empire that lasted for half a

century. Later, after he was actually excommunicated for a second time, Henry

invaded Italy, and Pope Gregory fled from Rome to the monastery of Monte

Cassino, where he died in 1085. Civil war broke out in the imperial territories be

tween partisans of the pope and those of the empire, and widespread death and

destruction ensued. Although a compromise was effected at a synod (council of

bishops) at Worms, Germany, in 1122, the ideological principles raised in the

pute were never wholly resolved.

Pope Gregory VII

THE SECOND LETTER TO BISHOP

HERMAN OF METZ AND THE

DICTATUSPAPAE

Like no other pope before him, Gregory VII had asserted the preeminence of the

papacy over secular rulers. He declared that princes should “not seek to subdue

or subject holy Church to themselves as a handmaiden; but indeed let them fit

tingly strive to honor her eyes, namely the priests of the Lord, by acknowledging

them as masters and fathers.” His exaltation of the spiritual authority of the

church encouraged future popes to challenge the state whenever it threatened

the supremacy of Christian moral teachings or the church’s freedom to carry out

its mission. The first reading is a letter written by Pope Gregory VII to a German

bishop, Herman of Metz, at the height of the lay investiture struggle. The pope

outlined the theological basis for the authority and powers he claimed. The ex

alted conception of the papacy as the central authority in the Christian church

was expressed in its most extreme and detailed form in a series of propositions

called the Dictatus papae (Rules of the Pope), which appear as numbered para

graphs in the second excerpt.
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You ask us to tbrtify you against the madness
of those who babble with accursed tongues

about the authority of the Holy Apostolic See
[the bishopric of Rome] not being able to ex
communicate King Ifenry is one who despises
the law of Christ. a destroyer of churches nd
of the empire. a promoter and partner of here
cies. nor to release anyone from his oath of fi

delity to him: hut it has nor seemed necessary to
reply to this reluest. seeing that so many and
such convincing prtxifs are to he found in Holy
Scripture.

To cite hut a few out of the multitude of

proofs: Who does nut remember the words of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ: Thou art
Peter and on this rock I will build my Church,

and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it. And I will give thee the keys of the king
lom of heaven and whatsoever thou shalt bind
on earth shall he hound in heaven and what
coever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed
in heaven. Are kings excepted here? Or
are they not iii’ the sheep which the Son of
(;od committed to St. Peter? Who, I ask,
thinks himself excluded from this universal
grant of the power of binding and loosing to
St. Peter unless. perchance. that unhappy man
who, being unwilling to bear the yoke of the
Lord, subjects himself to the burden of the
Devil and refuses to be numbered in the flock of

Christ? His wretched liberty shall profit him

nothing: for if he shakes off from his proud neck
the power divinely granted to Peter, so much
the heavier shall it be for him in the clay of

judgment.
This institution of the divine will, this

fiiundation of the rule of the Church, this priv

ilege granted and sealed especially by a heav
enly decree to St. Peter, chief iii the Apostles.
has been accepted and maintained with great
reverence by the holy fathers, and they have
given to the Holy Roman Church. as well in
general councils as in their other acts and
writings, the name of’ ‘universal mother.’ They
have not only accepted her expositions of

doctrine and her instructions in (our) holy re
ligion, hut they have also recognized her judi

cial decisions. They have agreed as with
urne spirit and one voice that all major cases,
all especially important affairs and the judg
ments of all churches ought to be referred to
her as to their head and mother, that from her
there shall be no appeal. that her judgments
may not and cannot be reviewed or reversed by
anyone.

Thus Pope (ielasiuis [i92—4)6]. writing to
the [Byzantine) emperor Anastasius. gave him
these instructions as to the right theory of’ the
princ pate of’ the Holy and Apostolic See. based
upon divine authority:

Although it is fitting that ill the ttithfuil
should submit themselves to all priests who
perform their sacred lu nct ions properly.
how much the more should they accept the

udgment of that prelate who has been
.ippoiotr’d by the supreme divine ruler to be

superior ru all priests and whom the loyalty
ut the whole later Church has recognized as

such. Your Wisdom sees plainly that no
human capacity (cumi/ium) w hatsnever can

equal that of him fSaint Peter) whom the
word iif Christ raised above ill others ,uud
whom the reverend Church has always
confessed and still devotedly holds as its

I lead.

I’ope Cregory then comments on the origins
if the authority of civil rulers and their mo

tives when they seek to govern the clergy.
Gregory argues that church and State ,ure
separate spheres of governing authority and
that the responsibility of clergymen is greater
than that of civil rulers,

Who does not know that kings and princes
derive their origin from men ignorant of God
who raised themselves above their fellows by
pride, plunder, treachery. murder—in short, by
every kind of crime—at the instigation of the
Devil, the prince of this world, men blind with
greed and intolerable in their audacity? If, then,
they strive to bend the priests of God to their

?a “
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vill, to whom may they more properly be com
pared than to him who is chief over all the sons
of pride? For he. tempting our High Priest (je

stisi, head of all priests, son of the Most High.
iifring him all the kingdoms of this world,
said: “All these will I i.ive thee if’ thou wilt fall

down and worship me.”
Does anyone diniht that the priests of Christ

are to he considered as ttthers and masters of

kings and princes and of all bel ievers Would

it riot be regarded as pitiable madness i1 a son

should try to rule his ftther or a pupil his
master and to bind with iin usc ohi igat ions the
oe hrough whom he expects to he [xRind or
loosed, not only on earth but also in heaven
Evidently recognizing this the emperor Con
stantine the (Irear, lord over all kings and

princes throughout almost the entire earth, as
St. (;regory [pope, 590—6041 relates in his
letter ti) the emperor Mauritius [Maurice,
Byzantine ruler, 5H2—6()2}, at the holy synod of

N Icaea’ t x ik his place below all the his hops and
ii id not venture to pass any jciclgmeiic upon them
hut, even addressing them as gods. felt that they

ought not to he subject to his judgment hut that
lie oLight to be bound by their decisions.

Pope (ielasiuis, urging uin the emperor
Anastasius not to feel himself wrunged by the
truth that was called to his attention said:
“There are two powers, 0 august Emperor, by
which the world is governed, the sacred au—
rhuriry of’ the priesthood and the power of
kings. 01 these the priestly is by so much th
greater as they will have to answer fir kings
themselves in the lay of divine judgment”;
and a I irtle further: “Know that you are subject

to heir uclgnieiit. not that they are to be sob—
jectecl to your will.’

In ref iancc’ upon such declarations and such
authorities, many prelates [popes or other

powerful church oftkialsj have excomrnun icated
kings or emperors.

Drawn up by the papal governnwnl during
the pontiticate ot Gregory Vii, the Dictvus
pspae represents claims and ambitions that
would inspire many popes and theologians
throughout the Middle Ages.

RULES OF THE POPE

That the Roman c hutch svas established
by God alone.

2. That the Roman pontiff [bishop] alone is

rightly called universal.
3. That he alone has the power to depose and

reinstate bishops.
4. That his legate [emissarv}, even if he be of

lower ecclesiastical rank, presides lIver bishops
in council, and has the power to give sentence of
deposition against them.

5. That the pope has the power to depose
those who are absent (it’. without giving them
a hearing).

6. That, among other things. we ought not

to remain in the same house with those whom
he has excommunicated.

‘7. That he alone has the right, according to
the necessity oi’rhc’ kcasion, to make new laws.

to create new bishopries, to make a monastery of

a chapter iif canons, and rice s’erci, and either to
divide a rich bishopric or to unite several poor
lines,

H. That he alone may use the imperial in
signia.

9. That all princes shall kiss the fuot of the

pope alone.
LU, That his name alone is to be recited in

the churches.
Ii. Thìat the name applied to him belongs to

him alone.
12. That he has the power to depose em

pei’ors.

Tlit’ 4 Lits. ‘ii Nicar—a in Asia Minor men oned here Osk
plate in 25: it svus the uirsr ecurnenic.d council ot the
hurt h-—all bishops were invited to participate.
Se pJ1:t 1144.

‘A chapter ittaniin is a torpirare Lit le’iastical hotly tim—
posed ot’ prt-srs who administer arhedrals or monasri.
communities.
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. That he has rhc right to transfer bishops
(mm (IOu %t’u to filOl hur wiiun it h’t’OnluS 1lut

essarv,

I, lilar Ilu has thu riihr to ordain as a

c lurk ai vi> Ic rt ml .11 V ,i rr f i lw ho rub

whatsoever,
5. ‘That ,nlvl inc (O’( In iit’d Fiv him may ritic

(as bishop) ovt’r oirhi’r iio h. hut >. ,ioulor

sc’rvu (as prlt’sr) in it. and hat such a t iurit

niav not m’cuvt’ a h Lllt’r rank Irom nw or hur
bishop.

16. ‘l’hal no tuuiurai nod nay lit’ taIlt’d
without his ortlur,

F. ‘l’hat 00 action of a synod and no hook
slhrl I lu ruu,ln’Liul I as u,nli lilt Ii I it fit it I wi 1(1111

his uiii horn v.
IS’, ‘that hi clt’urc’u tan lx’ aiimilk’cl by no oou,

,uiitl thur hu can annul thu Jut ruts of ioyonu.

I >), ‘that iu tin bc ;trdt(t’d iiy no onu.
20. ‘l’liar no onu shill dart’ to t.ondumo a

m who has appualud io thu If)1)StOi it sual

I?EVIE V Q( JESTIONS’

2 I , That the important tasus ot any churuh
sviuarsuiuvur shall he ruf’errcd to he Roman
church (that is, to thu popuf.

12. ‘That thu Roman chlrrull huts nuvt’r urred
111(1 will nuVt’r t’tt to ,ui I t’turtltty, accord itit to
thu tusrlmunv ot rhu holy scriptures.

2 . That tIit’ l{oiiiati poultiff who has bt’un
tallonil ally ortlaitiud us maclu lloiV by thu niurits

of St. Purer, at 1llr(iull(( 01 the tuSttmuifly of St.
Fllnoiluurs, bishop of Pavia, Wilicil is touihrmc’tl
by 1ll.llly iui tilt’ huily Iutilt’ms, as is silowlu by
tilu dutruus ot rut’ biussuti pope Svmmat’iitis

[ 0)H—ul
‘.

2 I. ‘Thai by ills tommaifti or putnltssioil sub—
(‘(IS flli alt usc I heir rulers.

25. Ihat ilt’ (.111 tIt’OSl,’ 111(1 rt’rulstatu liisirotw

withiouir tilt’ till lllc (ii a synod,
2(. That Ito ililt’ tall it’ rt’tai’ciuti as (atiloilt’

Willi tliit’s lilt ,fii’t’t’ \VIlll tilt’ Rolilaul tllu(rtll,

27, 111,11 lu has lilt’ iosvur to absolve subjects
from I ilt’ir itii h of fidelity lo wit Led ruult’rs,

Wilult \t’.ls lii’ scriptural basis Lllillt’>,i by l’tipt’ (h’ugorv VII fur irs alit Ilotity is

ilt’uth it tilt’ t iltlrtil

2 \Viiai sst’re (h’t’or’ \/lls ‘lt’5VS OIl tiit’ Oi’iiltl ,ttid (lulls iii ‘ov,ul ait llotltV’

. \Vha lO\5’t’tS >11>1 (rc’,niiru’ \‘il thiini ovt’r sut iir irult.us Oc’er tilt’ i’>l%ilops of titt’

tllulrt’il

I. ill s’li,it Stll’.t’ lid Cruaotv VII ruloillllotll/u (‘arilt’r (1(1,5 Ill thu i’molcr
‘(‘Ill loilsilip ht’l svt’t’ll I illll’( ii ,nid %l,ite

3 The First Crusade

In the t’iC veli th t’enttlrv the Seittk ‘lurks, recent ci inverts to islam. (‘ontluert’d
vast retions of’ the Near Fast int’l ndmu mu st ol Asia Minor, the heartland of’ the

l-3v,antine tmprre. When the Su,’ijuk empire t’rtimbletl, llvZantiile emperor Alex—
itts I (;OnitletttlS (I ((H i—I 1 I H), seeing an opportunity to regain i( 1st lands, appealed
to Latin princes and the pope fur assistance, an appeal answeretl h’ I, than Ii

Ii (>88—i (>99).
In i 1)95 at the Council of (dermont, Pope Urban Ii in a dramatic speech

urged Frankish lords to rake up the sword against the Mtusl lOis, an event that
marked the Iwt,tinnirrg of the Crusades—the strllggie to regain the I lots’ Land

(toni Islam, A Christian army mohilr’,.ed bs the papacy to defend the Christian

iorh uuuc irduti with the papal concept of’ a just war. Moreover, Urban h iped
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happiness of spirit with which they kissed the Jerusalem arose the voice of a people giv

memorials of the Lords sojourn upon earth. On ing thanks unto the Lord until it seemed

all sides were tears, everywhere sighs, not such as if the sound must be borne to the very

as grief and anxiety are wont to cause, but such heavens. Verily, of them might it well be

as fervent devotion and the satisfiscrion of said, “The voice of rejoicing and salva

spiritual joy produce as an offering to the Lord. cion is in the tabernacles of the righteous

Not alone in the church but throughout all [Ps. 1 18:15J.”

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Modern political propaganda frequently uses popular fears, prejudices, moral

idealism, and patriotic fervor to shape public opinion. Discuss the techniques used

by Pope Urban H to create public support for the Crusade.

2. What types of people did Urban II address and what were his motives?

3. Why did William of Tyre believe that the massacre in Jerusalem was an act of

religious purification?

4 Religious Dissent

Like many groups held together by common ideology, the medieval church

wanted to protect its doctrines from novel, dissident, or erroneous interpreta

tions, To ensure orthodoxy and competency, therefore, all preachers were li

censed by the bishop; unlicensed preaching, especially by unschooled laymen,

was forbidden. In the western church, heresy had nor been a serious problem in

the post-Roman period. But in the twelfth century, heretical movements at

tracted significant numbers of supporters among both the clergy and laity and cut

across frontiers and social classes

One major heretical movement was that of the Cathari, more commonly called

the Albigensians. The Albigensian heresy apparently entered western Europe

from the Balkans, where similar religious ideas could be traced back to non-

Christian sects of the early Roman Empire. The Albigensians were not Christians

in any orthodox sense: they rejected the Old Testament and claimed the God of

Israel to be the Evil One, who created the material world in which souls were

trapped, separating them from the Good God. Although the Albigensians ac

cepted the New Testament with their own emendations, they rejected the Chris

tian doctrine of Jesus as both God and Man; they believed that Jesus was a

disembodied spirit, and that all flesh was evil, marriage was evil, and the beget

ting of children was evil. Rejecting the medieval church, they constituted an al

ternative religion in the midst of Christian southern France and Italy.
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Emperor Frederick II
HERETICS: ENEMIES OF GOD
AND HUMANITY

The new religious movements threatened to undermine the existing religious, so
cial. and political order. Pope Gregory IX in 1231 decided to create special courts
of inquisition to seek out the dissenters, or heretics. Those who repented could
be sent to prison for life; those who remained unrepentant were excommuni
cated from the church and turned over to the secular authorities, who executed
them. The property of the guilty was confiscated and divided equally among the
local bishop, the inquisitors, and the local civil ruler. The ordinary procedural
standards of European penal law were abandoned in the courts of inquisition.
The inquiry was secret, witnesses were not identified to the accused, guilt was
presumed, legal counsel was denied, and wrture was applied to verily statements
given under oath.

The papal inquisitors were not permitted to function everywhere. The rulers
of the northern and eastern European kingdoms forbade them entry, as did Eng
land, Portugal, and Castile. In the next reading, from the first section of the
Constitutions of Melfi, promulgated for the kingdom (If Sicily by the Emperor
Frederick 11(1220—1250) in 1231, the typical attitude of medieval Christians to
ward heretics (or those who gave them aid or comfort) and the savage penalties
imposed are graphically depicted. Ironically, in 1245, Frederick II himself was
accused of heresy and deposed by Pope Innocent IV (1243—1254), leading to a
war between the emperor and the papacy.

1-leretics try to tear the seam less robe of our
God. As slaves to the vice of a word that means
division [sect], they strive to introduce division
into the unity of the indivisible faith arid to sep
arate the flock from the care of Peter (the Pope],
the shepherd to whom the Good Shepherd
(Christ] entrusted it. Inside they are violent
wolves, but they pretend the tameness of sheep
until they can get inside the sheepfold of the
Lord. They are the most evil angels. They are
suns of depravity from the father of wickedness
and the author of evil, who are resolved to de
ceive simple souls. They are snakes who deceive
doves. They are serpents who seem to creep in
secretly and, under the sweetness of honey, spew
out poison. While they pretend to administer

the food oflit, they strike from their tails. They
mix up a potion of death as a certain very deadly
Poison.

Indeed, these miserable Patarines [Pat
arenes, one group of heretics], who do not pos
sess the holy faith of the Eternal Trinity,’ offend
at the same time three persons tinder one cover
of wickedness: God, their neighbors, and them
selves. They offend God because they do not
know the faith of God, and they do not know his
son. They deceive their neighbors insofar as they
administer the delights 0f heretical wickedness

The central Christian doctrine that reaches that there are
three divine persons in tine God: Father. Son, md Holy
Spirit, who are cocqual, orernal, and consubstanrial.

‘“‘
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to them under the guise of spiritual nourish

ment. They rage against themselves even more

cruelly insofar as, besides risking their souls,

these sectaries. lavish of life and improvident

with death, also CXOS their bodies to the en

ticements of cruel death which they could avoid

by true knowledge and the steadfastness of true

fiith. What is even worse, the survivors are not

frightened by the example. We cannot contain

our emotions against such men so hostile to

God, to themselves, and to mankind. Therefire,

we draw the sword of righteous vengeance

against them, and we pursue them more ur

gently insofar as they are known to practice the

crimes of their superstition within the Roman

Church herself, which is considered the head of

all the other churches, to the more evident in

jury of the Christian faith Because we con

sider this so repulsive, we have decided in the

first place that the crime of heresy and these

condemned sects should he numbered among

the public crimes as it was promulgated in the

ancient laws. . . . In order to expose the wicked

ness of those who, because they do not fid low

God, walk in darkness, even if no one reports it,

we desire that the perpetrators of these crimes

should be investigated diligently arid should he

sought after by our officials like other criminals.

REVIEW QUESTION

We order that those who become known by an

inquisition [trial), even if they are touched by

the evidence ofa slight suspicion, should be ex

amined by ecciesiastics and prelates. If they

should he fund by them to deviate from the

Catholic faith in the least wise, and if, after they

have been admonished by them in a pastoral

way, they should be unwilling to relinquish the

insidious darkness of the Devil and to recognize

the God of Light, hut they persist in the con

stancy of conceived error, we order by the pro

mulgation of our present law that these Patarines

should be condemned to suffer the death fiw

which they strive. Committed to the judgment

of the flames, they should be burned alive in the

sight of the people. We do nor grieve that in this

we satisfy their desire, from which they obtain

punishment alone and no other fruit of their er

ror. No one should presume to intervene with us

in behalf of such persons. But if anyone does, we

shall turn against him the deserved stings of our

indignation.
We order that the shelterers, believers,

accomplices of Patarines, and those who support

them in any way at all, who give no heed to tar

fbr themselves so that they can protect others

from punishment, should he sent into perpetual

exile and all their goods confiscated.

1. How did lrederick 11 view heretics and what methods did he determine to use to

eliminate them?

5 Medieval Learning: Synthesis of Reason

and Christian Faith

The twelfth century witnessed a revived interest in classical learning and the

founding of universities, Traditional theology was broadened by the application

of a new system of critical analysis, called scholasticism . Scholastic thinkers as

sumed that some teachings f Christianity, which they accepted as true by faith,

could also be demonstrated to be true by reason. They sought to explain and clar

ify theological doctrines by subjecting them to logical analysis.
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murdered a rich citizen, by name Richard Lyon,
to whom Wat Tyler had formerly been servant
in France, but having once beaten him, the
(scoundrell had never forgotten it; and when he
had carried his men to his house, he ordered his
head to be cur off, placed upon a pike, and car
ried through the streets of London. Thus did
these wicked people act, and on this Thursday
they did much damage to the city olLondon. To-
wards evening they fixed their quarters in a
square, called St. Catherines, before the Tower,
declaring that they would not depart until they
had obtained from the king every thing they
wanted—until the Chancellor (chief financial of
ficer) of England had accounted to them, and
shown how the great sums which were raised had

been expended. Considering the mischief which
the mob had already done, you may easily imag
ine how miserable, at this time, was the situation
of the king and those who were with him.

Now observe how fortunately matters
turned out, for had these scoundrels succeeded
in their intentions, all the nobility of England
would have been destroyed; and after such suc
cess as this the people of other nations would
have rebelled also, taking example from those
of Ghent and Flanders, who at the time were
in actual rebellion against their lord; the Par
isians indeed the same year acted in a somewhat
similar manner; upwards of 20,000 of them
armed themselves with leaden maces and caused
a rebellion.

John Wycliffe
CONCERNING THE POPE’S POWER
A threat to papal power and to the medieval ideal of a universal Christian com
munity guided by the church came from radical reformers, who questioned the
function and authority of the entire church hierarchy. These heretics in the Late
Middle Ages were forerunners of the Protestant Reformation.

A principal dissenter was the Englishman John Wycliffe (C. 1320—1384). By
stressing a personal relationship between the individual and God and by claiming
that the Bible itself, rather than church teachings, is the ultimate Christian au
thority, Wycliffe challenged the fundamental position of the medieval church:
that the avenue to salvation passed through the church alone. He denounced the
wealth of the higher clergy and sought a return to the spiritual purity and mater
ial poverty of the early church. To Wycliffe, the wealthy, elaborately organized
hierarchy of the church was unnecessary and wrong. The splendidly dressed and
propertied bishops had no resemblance to the simple people who first followed
Christ. Indeed, these worldly bishops, headed by a princely and tyrannical pope,
were really anti-Christians, the “fiends of Hell.” Wycliffe wanted the state to con
fiscate church property and the clergy to embrace poverty. By denying that
priests changed the bread and wine of communion into the substance of the body
and blood of Christ, Wycliffe rejected the special powers of the clergy.

The church deprived the Lollards—an order of poor priests that spread
Wycliffe’s teachirigs—of their priestly functions. In the early fifteenth century,
some of Wycliffe’s followers were burned at the stake.

In the following selection from a pamphlet concerning the pope, Wycliffe con
trasts the pope unfavorably with Jesus. The text, originally written in Middle
English, was rendered into Modern English by Alfred). Andrea. The explanatory
notes are Andrea’s.

7. .. ,
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Christ was a very poor man from His birth to

His death and forswore worldly riches and beg

ging,1 in accord with the state of primal inno—

cence, but Antichrist, in contrast to this, from

the time that he is made pope to the rime of his

death, covets worldly wealth and tries in many

shrewd ways to gain riches, Christ was a most

meek man and urged that we carn from Him,

but people say that the pope is the proudest man

on earth, and he makes lords kiss his feet,

whereas Christ washed His apostles feet. Christ

was a most unpretentious man in life, deeds, and

words. People say that this pope is not like

Christ in this way, fur whereas Christ went on

foot to cities and little towns alike, they say this

rope desires to live in a castle in a grand man

ner. Whereas Christ came to John the Baptist to

be baptized by him, the pope summons people

to come ro him wherever he might he, yea. LS

though (hrist Himself, and not the pope, had

summoned them to 1-lim. Christ embraced

young and poor in token of his humility; people

say that the pope desires to embrace worldly

prestige and not g(x)(l pple for the sake of

God, lest he dishonor himsell Christ was busy

1reaching the Gospel, and nor fur worldly pres

tige or for proht: people say that the pope allows

this, hut he would gladly make laws to which he

gives more prestige and sanction than Chrisr’s

law. Christ so loved I us l’i(k’k that He laid down

his life for them and suffered sharp and

Apparently, an nET qut’ attack on the mend anr friars,

who cia rne.l in follow a I fe of Aposcol c Poverty in rn ta—

non of Jesus and his apostles. Wy I tile sk’pist’iI the friars.

Tlie presumed nnoLerIo: of Adam and Eve before the Fail.

A long—standing tradition.

death in order to bring them to bliss. People say

that the pope so loves the prestige of this world

that he grants people absolution that guarantees

a straight path to I-leaven so that they might

l)ertorrn acts that redound to his honor. And so

this foolishiness could be the cause of the death,

in body and soul, of many thousands of people.

Anti how does he fullow Christ in this way?

Christ was SO patient and suffered wrongs so

svell that lie prayed fur Fl is enemies and taught

Ii is apostles not to take vengeance. People say

that the pope (it Rome wishes to he avenged in

every way, by killing and by damning and by

other painful means that he devises. Christ

taught people to live well by the example of’ H is

own life and by His words, iur I Ic did what lie

taught and taught in a manner that was conso

nant with Hisac tions. People say that the pope

acts contrary to this. his life is not an example

of’ how other people should live, for no one

should live like him, inasmuch as he acts itt a

manner that accords to his high stare. In every

deed and word, Christ sought the glory of’ God

and suffered many assaults on H is manhood for

this goal; people say that the pope to the con

trary, seeks his own glory in every way, yea, even

if’ it means the loss of the worship ol God. And

so he manuFactures many groundless gabbl ings.

If these and similar accusations are true of the

pope of Rome, he is the very Antichrist and nut

Christ’s vicar on earth.

A rcf’rens e to rut.’ Ri ii nan ( .hierch’s intl ult,’enc es, wit it Ti

had bet ime I ncrc.isingl y systeniaed and popti ar turin

rite i wt’lEh and rliirtt’t-iirli ct.’ntiiries (see page _!9>.

Marsilius of Padua

ATTACK ON THE WORLDLY POWER

OF THE CHURCH

The fourteenth century brought a new crisis in church—state relations. King Philip

the Fair (1285—13)4) tried to raise revenues for the French government by taxing

the property and income of the clergy without papal consent, efforts that were


